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The tropical peatlands ecosystem is one of the most biodiverse ecosystems in the world and
provides a wide range of goods and services that are of vital importance, both locally and globally.
Tropical peatlands are currently under serious threat from agricultural expansion, leading to
unprecedented degradation rates.
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The Indonesia Peatlands Restoration Agency (BRG), Kyoto University (KU), and the National
Institutes for the Humanities (NIHU) recognize the importance of restoring the damaged
peatlands and conserving the remaining peatlands ecosystem. Restoring peatlands entails not
only rewetting the degraded areas, but more importantly providing a better livelihood for the
local community who will engage in peatland management and maintenance. Peatland
restoration must maintain a balance between conservation and economic and social development.
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The BRG, KU, and NIHU acknowledge the need to establish cooperation focusing on research
and pilot action research on peatlands restoration and sustainable peatlands use in prioritized
working areas.
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The parties recognize the importance of defining the terms of the collaboration in more detail in
a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), and will make all efforts to sign the MOU in June 2016
in Jakarta.
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