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Stanford Program in Kyoto Course Offerings — Spring Quarter 2018

1. Contemporary Religion in Japan’s Ancient Capital: Sustaining and Recasting
Tradition by Professor Catherine Ludvik
[Visiting Professor of Stanford Program in Kyoto since 2001]

This course explores contemporary Japanese attitudes to religion and popular forms
of religiosity. The syncretic nature people’s beliefs and practices, often described
as a combination of Shinto and Buddhism, draws on a vast variety of interwoven
concepts, beliefs, customs, and religious activities of native Japanese, Korean, Chinese,
and Indian origins. Against this complex historical background, we will examine various
aspects and expressions of contemporary Japanese religion, including the pursuit of
worldly benefits, religion and healing, fortune-telling, the popularity of ascetic practices
and practitioners, pilgrimage, the enormous appeal of festivals (matsuri), new
religions and their image, the impact of the internet on religion, and the response of
religion in times of crisis, such as natural disasters. Drawing on Kyoto’s rich religious
landscape of temples and shrines as well as its busy calendar of vibrant ceremonies
and festivals, classes will be supplemented with organized field trips, and student
assignments will be based both on readings as well as site visits.

As part of the course, students will have the opportunity to take part in several exciting

field trips to various temples/sites in and around Kyoto both during the regular
class hours as well as outside.
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2. Ceramic Art and Technology, from Ancient to Modern by Professor Hideo
Mabuchi

[Chair. Department of Applied Physics. Stanford University (As of 2016)Chair and Professor,
Department of Applied Physics, Stanford University (as of 2017)]

This course will focus on the evolution of Japanese ceramics, beginning with the archeological
record of the Jomon Period and ending with modern Kyoto-localized engineering (e.g., product
development by the Kyocera Corporation & Group) and artistic movements (e.g., the mid-
Twentieth Century Sodeisha). Lectures will introduce the basic material science of silicate
ceramics, ancient ceramic technology development in East Asia, the geology of Japan’s
indigenous clay, the roles of ceramics in the Japanese tea ceremony and culinary culture,
engineered ceramic materials and their present-day applications, and modern developments in
the Kyoto ceramic arts scene. Field trips will be arranged to Kyoto-area museums, galleries, and
academic and industrial laboratories.

Students will acquire an informed understanding of clay as an “organic” material resource that
was naturally exploited by pre-historic cultures; learn to appreciate the material continuity and
engineering progress from ancient earthenware vessels to modern ceramic technology;
become familiar with the historic prominence of Kyoto-based artists and artisans; and

distinguish Western and Japanese attitudes about traditional craft and the value of hand-made
Dr. Mabuchi is Professor of Applied Physics at Stanford University. Prof. Mabuchi received his

A.B. in Physics from Princeton University (1992) and Ph.D. in Physics from the California
Institute of Technology (1998). Dr. Mabuchi's research group leverages a combination of
experimental and theoretical approaches to study complex problems at the interface of non-
equilibrium statistical mechanics with dynamical systems, estimation and control. Their current
activities focus on quantum-optical and biomolecular systems, motivated by emerging
methodological challenges in quantum engineering and by key bio/physical questions on the
role of stochastic conformational dynamics in cellular processes ranging from enzymatic
function to nuclear organization.

3. Japanese Popular Culture by Professor William Bradley

[Professor, Graduate School of Intercultural Communication, Ryukoku University (as of 2017)]

Japanese popular culture consists of many different forms and categories, including (but not
limited to) Japanese movies and television, animation and manga, magazines, newspapers and
other printed materials, characters and product brands, sports and other entertainment
industries, music and idols, fashion, food and drink, consumer goods, shopping malls and

other places for consumption.

This course is a seminar (with some lectures) focusing on a variety of topics in contemporary
Japanese popular culture. The course draws on traditional tools of sociological and
anthropological analysis, as well as the sociology of consumption, to provide a set of
frameworks to understand popular culture from the outset in class lectures and discussions,
while at the same time encouraging students to find their own examples for further analysis in
the form of a project and research paper.



Photo taken during the class field trip at a cat “neko” cafe in Kyoto.

4. The Zen of Japanese Design: Wa Concepts and their Creative Application
by Professor Jun Tomita

[Associate Professor, Kyoto University of Art and Design(As of 2016)President, Atimont
Design Institute Inc. (as of 2017)]

With a number of prominent design-focused companies such as Toyota, Nintendo, and Uniglo,
as well as cultural icons like rotating sushi bars, budou and anime, Japan’s business and cultural
exports have considerable influence on the lifestyles of people around the world. But the links
between these successful design innovations and Japan’s traditional ‘Wa’ (lit. “harmony”)
principles which underpin them are often either not known or are misconstrued in the West.
The city of Kyoto, where Wa principles have been fostered as a progressive philosophical and
aesthetic Zen discipline for over a millennium, is the perfect location to study Wa as a codified
conceptual framework and also how Japanese creatives continue to directly apply Wa principles
to enhance their designs.

In this course, which combines classroom study with hand-on creative assignments and
numerous field trips throughout Kyoto, students will explore the relationship between Zen and
Wa thinking and how it is applied in Japanese design. They will learn through consideration of a
range of examples of successful modern designs along with reading assignments of historical
texts of the Wa principles which inspired them. For creative outputs, students will gain



significant experience of developing their own original designs for products, business models or
services, utilizing Wa principles. Furthermore, through repeated practice of deploying Wa

principles in their creative work, students will also gain the ability to realize, reflect upon and
improve their own thoughts and actions.
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