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Japan's International Cooperation Policies (Saya Kiba)

This course will introduce you to Japan’s international cooperation policies and practices to
developing countries. The lectures will focus not only the Official Development Assistance
(ODA), but also civil society organizations, private sector, and military as “emerging” aid
providers.

While most of Japan’s ODA was implemented in parallel with postwar settlements in the
form of reparation payments in the early years, Japan became one of the “top donor” countries
around the world in the 1990s. ODA provides one of the most important tools for Japan’s agile
implementation of diplomacy that realizes both the interests of the international community
and those of Japan. At the same time, it is vital for the Japanese government not only to act
alone, but to collaborate with various stakeholders including other donors and emerging
economies, private companies, local governments, NGOs, and universities.

At the same time, Japan’s aid policies have been deeply linked with its security policies.
Japan’s Development Cooperation Charter, which was revised in 2015, assumed a larger role
in ODA in achieving regional peace and stability, including in peacebuilding and in sharing
universal values, reflecting political and security environment transforming all over the
world. A recent ODA White Paper emphasizes that the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development (including Sustainable Development Goals: SDGs) adopted at the United
Nations Summit in 2015 is in line with the principles enshrined in the Charter and Prime
Minister Abe’s “Proactive Contribution to Peace” concept.

The class will read studies and research accumulated in the field of international aid as well
as Japan’s recent policy documents to examine how the aid policies and programs have been
created, implemented, and evaluated. It aims to explore three key queries: 1) What does the
aid agenda and Japan's aid policies look like on the ground in developing countries? and 2)
Have any regionally specific features emerged, particularly in terms of actors and type of
financing and projects/programs?

The Business of Japanese Pop Culture (Tim Craig)

Japanese pop culture is not only popular the world over and a source of “soft power” — it’s also
big business. This course covers the business side of Japanese pop culture, including video
games, pop music, manga & anime, kawaii (“cute”), character goods, and the Japanese
government’s Cool Japan Initiative. We will explore the degree of and reasons for J pop’s
business success, both in Japan and overseas, as well as the strategies used and challenges
faced by companies and individuals creating and competing in these industries.

Topics and learning goals include:
What ‘s’ Japanese pop culture? What makes it special and different from that of other
countries? What accounts for its commercial success, at home and abroad?
How do these industries work? Who are the players? What are the business models and
strategies used? What are the keys to success?
Pop culture business at the national level: Is Japan underperforming?
Some basic business knowledge in the areas of strategy, people management, product
development, international expansion, and licensing

The main class activity for this course is discussion of assigned readings. There will also be
two field trips, a major group project, and a final exam.

Note: Students do not need to have studied business to take this course. Any necessary
business knowledge will be presented by the instructor during the course.



Kyoto Artisans and their Worlds (Monica Bethe, Douglas Woodruff)

One of the attractions of the ancient capital of Japan is the variety of fine and applied arts
that continue to feed the city. Geographically these include the textile workshops of Nishijin
in the northwest of the City, the ceramic workshops in the southeast around Gojozaka, and
the web of artisans supporting the traditional artist guilds: papermakers, gold leaf craftsmen,
carpenters, printers, and bamboo workers. Through visits to studios and museums, the course
will seek to give the students first-hand experience of not only the crafts, but also their
changing role in supporting the lifeblood of Kyoto as a city. This year fall semester we will
focus on materials--bamboo, wood, clay, cloth, and paper—and the processes by which they
turn into objects integral to daily life in Japan—splitting, smoothing, shaping, dyeing, and
printing. We will look at blinds and archery bows, architectural and interior accents, tea
bowls and flower vases, kimono and obi, screens, scrolls, sliding doors, Buddhist statues, and
more. Classes are focused around weekly fieldtrips backed by lectures and readings providing
historical, cultural, and technical background for each topic.

Due to the space restrictions of many of the workshops, enrollment will be limited to 11
KCJS students.

The Chinese in Modern Japan (Timothy Tsu,)

It is not often that modern Japan is studied from the perspective of immigration, much less
from that of Chinese immigration. Japan today still tends to see itself—and is seen by many
foreigners—as a mono-racial, homogeneous country that rejects immigration in both explicit
and subtle ways. In fact, immigration has been an enduring feature of modern Japanese
history, from the country’s “opening” to the West in the mid-nineteenth century through the
Pacific War and the U.S. Occupation to the early twenty-first century. Moreover, Chinese
immigration has been central to this neglected dimension of Japanese history, even though
the numbers involved are small compared to the Chinese diaspora in Southeast Asia and
North America. In this course we are going to trace the history of Chinese immigration to
Japan from the late Tokugawa period to the present day with three broad objectives. First, we
will analyze the experience of Chinese migrants in Japan from the perspectives of politics,
economics, society, and culture. We will try to understand how they coped with the challenge
of living and working in Japan while contributing to—and in some cases detracting from—the
host country’s economic, social, and cultural development. Second, we will seek a “lateral
view” on modern Japanese history through the prism of Chinese immigration on such topics
as Japan’s encounter with Western modernity in the treaty ports, Japan’s economic and social
penetration of colonial Korea, Japan’s economic expansion into colonial Southeast Asia, and
the evolution of Japanese views on such issues as Pan-Asianism, racial competition, and
migration. Finally, we will also consider how Chinese immigration continues to impact
Japanese society—replenishing the shrinking labor force, propping up the retailing and
service sectors, and fueling nationalist discontent—in the twenty-first century when the
relation between Japan and China enters turbulent, uncharted territory.

This course will appeal to students interested in social and cultural history, Japan-China
relations, migration, and ethnicity.

Heritage Tourism and History in Japan (Mark Lincicome)

Do the words “history” and “heritage” have the same meaning? Not according to historian
David Lowenthal, who writes, “History seeks to convince by truth, and succumbs to falsehood.
Heritage exaggerates and omits, candidly invents and frankly forgets, and thrives on
ignorance and error.” If so, then what do tourists experience and learn when they visit a
temple, shrine or museum, or when they observe or participate in a festival, ritual ceremony,
or other staged production? Rodney Harrison observes that “Heritage is not a passive process
of simply preserving things from the past that remain, but an active process of assembling a
series of objects, places and practices that we choose to hold up as a mirror to the present,
associated with a particular set of values that we wish to take with us into the future.” But
who decides what the tourist sees, and which set of values is represented? Can we, as heritage
tourists, discern historical truth when it is obscured by the exaggerations, omissions and
falsehoods that may be imbedded in a guided tour or a museum display, or should we even



try? Does it really matter? What, ultimately, is the relationship between heritage and history?

These are among the central questions that we will consider in this course, utilizing the many
resources that Kyoto has to offer. The course incorporates theories, analytical concepts and
approaches from two distinct disciplines—history and tourism studies—in order to examine
the relationship between tourism and history in modern Japan. It explores the hypothesis
that heritage tourism is not simply a means to learn about Japanese history; it also functions
to define, interpret and narrate that history for Japanese and foreign tourists alike. Studying
the history of heritage tourism in modern Japan can shed light on how, and why, popular
notions about Japanese history, society and culture have developed since the late nineteenth
century. In the process, the course also provides a survey of Japanese history, paying
particular attention to the history of Kyoto.

X TNREA - http://www.kejs.jp/courses/disciplinary.html
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