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Outside the Mainstream: Minority Experiences in Japan (James McClain)

When Japan ratified the United Nations’ International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights in
1979, its representative reported, “The right of any person to enjoy his own culture, to profess and
practice his religion or to use his own language is ensured under Japanese law. However,
minorities of the kind mentioned in the Covenant do not exist in Japan.”

Nothing could have been further from the truth. At the turn of the new millennium, Japan is —
and for a long time, has been — home to immigrants from abroad, indigenous populations that
have been forced to accept Japanese citizenship, outcast communities of Japanese ethnicity, and
otherwise ordinary persons who have elected to live outside the mainstream and challenge its core
values. This course offers an historical analysis that examines how these minority communities
came into existence, struggled to maintain distinctive lifestyles in what is often self-defined as one
of the world’s most homogenous societies, and influenced the flow of Japanese history.

Medieval Kyoto/Medieval Japan: Creative Energies in the Dark Ages(James McClain)

In the Western imagination, the terms “middle ages” and “medieval” often conjure up images of
backwardness and stagnation. In contrast, Japan pulsated with political, economic, and cultural
creativity during its chiisei epoch (H'{#:E{t) from the end of the twelfth century to the middle of
the sixteenth. This course will use Kyoto as a focal point to explore key topics central to Japan’s
medieval revolution: (+) the construction of new forms of political authority, namely the
samurai-led shogunate that shared power with the Heavenly Sovereign and court aristocracy, (*)
the advent of fresh cultural norms, centering on warrior values and the ethos of the detached
hermit, (+) the appearance of Zen and popular Buddhist religious sects, () the intersection of noh
performances and the innovative “Zen arts” (specifically the tea ceremony, landscape gardening,
ink painting, and flower arranging) with samurai governance as an expression of rule through
“softpower,” (+) the emergence of commoners as wielders of economic and cultural influence, and
(+) the destruction of Kyoto and its subsequent resurgence in the sixteenth century as a city
shared by aristocrats, warriors, merchants, and artisans.

Japanese Manga: Texts and Contexts (Noriko Watanabe)

This course introduces students to key aspects of and issues in Japanese society through Japanese
manga. Instead of giving an overview of the development of Japanese manga or the growing field
of Manga Studies, it will focus on examining representations of race, gender, class, ethnicity and
history in Japanese manga, some of which has provoked a debate. After examining each text,
relevant anthropological and sociological literatures will be introduced to understand the social
context and its interplays with the text.

Beyond views and images of manga as ’pop culture' outside Japan or the divide between high
culture and popular culture, this course will also explore various roles manga plays in Japanese
society in the process of production, distribution and reception. These roles include educational
media, social critique, documentary or (auto-)ethnography and lieu de mémoire whereby manga
reproduces or subverts social norms or dominant representations. In doing so, we will compare
representations in manga with those in other media such as history textbooks, novels, films,
theatre plays, museum exhibitions, memorials, and consider the role and significance of manga
works. For this purpose, field trips to the following sites will be arranged: Takarazuka Theatre;
Kyoto Museum for World Peace; Osaka Peace International Center; and Hiroshima Peace
Memorial Museum (optional).

Students are expected to read manga in Japanese in order to develop their language skills while
identifying distinctive languages used by characters according to gender, age, class, region, race
and ethnicity. In addition, students with advanced-level Japanese are encouraged to read
academic and journalistic articles in Japanese and contribute to class discussions.

Art of the Kansai (Karin Swanson)

The Kansai area, and in particular the “golden triangle” formed by the cities Kyoto, Osaka and
Nara, has been for the majority of Japanese history the center of the highest level art production
in the country. Although earlier art can be found in the Kansai, it is with the large quantity of



lavishly produced items made for inclusion in the fourth century tomb mounds of politically and
militarily important clan leaders, that this area was firmly established in its artistically dominant
role, a role that continued with only minor interruptions until power and patronage shifted to Edo
(present day Tokyo) in the seventeenth century. For this reason, the course will be framed within
this temporal context.

Assuming no prior experience in art history, the goals of the class are to maximize the experience
of looking at Kansai art, much of which can still be found in its original context, and to establish a
locus for its meaning and motivation for its creation. Focusing primarily on painting and sculpture,
the class will be divided into five chronologically presented units. Initial exploration of each unit
will consist of readings and class discussions of issues influencing the production of art, as well as
looking at many examples of the variety of art made during that period. Following this will be field
trips to some of the most important sites studied, such as temples, museums and gardens.

Political Controversies in Japan: History behind the Headlines (Mark Lincicome)
It is a measure of Japan’s contemporary prominence in international affairs that major media
outlets provide frequent news coverage of Japanese foreign affairs and domestic politics. This is
especially true when the issues are controversial, such as the following:
- Prime Minister Abe’s Diet bill to permit Japanese Self-- - Defense Forces to provide
military support for multilateral peacekeeping missions abroad;
- Attempts by the Japanese and Korean governments to resolve the so-- - called
“Comfort Women” issue;
- Competing Japanese and Chinese claims to sovereignty over the Senkaku (Daoyu in
Chinese) Islands in the South China Sea;
Local opposition to plans to build a new American military base in Okinawa
Prefecture;
Domestic opposition to the government’s nuclear energy policy and its plan to restart
the country’s nuclear reactors in the wake of the 2011 Fukushima disaster;
Allegations that the Abe government is taking steps to censor the Japanese media
and increase surveillance of the population in the name of national security;
Allegations that the Abe government is taking steps to restrict coverage of the Asia--
- Pacific War (World War Two) in Japanese school textbooks
While the depth and quality of media coverage varies, even the best reporters rarely examine the
longer histories of these controversial issues. Therefore, one goal of this course is to examine the
historical background to these controversies, and the ways in which history continues to influence
these debates and policy outcomes. A second, related goal of the course is to deepen students’
general knowledge of modern Japanese history since the late nineteenth century. This class will
appeal to students interested in history, political science and/or international relations. Most class
sessions will feature a combination of lecture and student - led discussion. Required readings will
be in English; optional, supplementary Japanese - language sources will be provided on an
occasional basis. Several field trips are planned throughout the semester.
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