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[Contemporary Japanese Religion] Monday 13:10-14:40 and Tuesday 14:55-16:25

Professor Catherine Ludvik
This course explores contemporary Japanese attitudes to religion and popular forms of
religiosity. The syncretic nature people’s beliefs and practices, often described as a
combination of Shinto and Buddhism, draws on a vast variety of interwoven concepts, beliefs,
customs, and religious activities of native Japanese, Korean, Chinese, and Indian origins.
Against this complex historical background, we will examine various aspects and expressions
of contemporary Japanese religion, including the pursuit of worldly benefits, religion and
healing, fortune-telling, the popularity of ascetic practices and practitioners, pilgrimage, the
enormous appeal of festivals (matsuri), new religions and their image, the impact of the internet
on religion, and the response of religion in times of crisis, such as natural disasters.

[Japan and Chinain the Early Modern World] Monday and Wednesday 14:55-16:25

Professor Matthew Sommer
This course focuses on Japan and China before and during their tumultuous transition to
modernity, in the context of successive waves of interaction and globalization. We begin with
China's impact on the formation of Japanese civilization in the 6th through 15th centuries CE.
That impact included the transmission of Chinese writing, Buddhism, Confucianism, and the
Chinese model of statecraft, which can be seen in the temples and other historical sites of
Kyoto, as well as in the layout of the city (modeled on the Tang capital of Chang'an). By the
16th century, when European merchants and missionaries first reached East Asia, the Ming
Empire and the Muromachi Shogunate comprised two of the most populous, urbanized,
economically advanced, and culturally sophisticated societies in the world with China clearly
the superior regional power. By the early twentieth century, that status quo had been turned on
its head. European and American steamships now dominated the Pacific, China was in the
throes of social and political upheaval, and Japan had begun its modernization and march to
empire. Japan's defeat of China in 1895 marked its debut as a major power; soon Japan would
seize Korea and begin encroaching on China's Manchurian territories. Using textual sources
(fiction, memaoirs, and historical documents in English translation), as well as field trips to
historical sites and museums, we will study the historical dynamics of Japanese and Chinese
societies during these centuries, highlighting their connections and contrasts, as well as the
profound impact that each has had on the other. How did Sino-Japanese relations in the early
modern era lay the foundations for the current fraught relationship between these two East
Asian powers?

[Japan's Energy-Environment Conundrum] Tuesday 13:10-14:40 and Wednesday
13:10-14:40
Professor Mike Hugh
Following the devastating Tohoku earthquake and tsunami of 2011, the Fukushima Daiichi
disaster and the resulting suspension of the country's huge nuclear generation fleet, Japan
today faces a confluence of energy-environment challenges which is unprecedented anywhere
else in the world. Besides their sheer scale and complexity, Japan's energy-environment
challenges have far-reaching consequences for wider society and economy. Japan is a densely
populated, seismically active archipelago with a vast and energy-hungry industrial base. It has
scant primary energy resources of its own but intense competition for them from regional
neighbors. It gave birth to the Kyoto Protocol yet 90% of the country's utilities fail to meet their
CO02 reduction targets. How Japan's policy makers navigate their way through this conundrum
will significantly determine the country's future as a leading regional power. This course is
designed to give students a sound understanding of the structure of Japan's



energy-environment challenges. Furthermore, it aims to give students a practical analytical
framework by which they can evaluate these challenges and develop their own balanced
assessments. The course is highly interdisciplinary in nature, touching upon aspects of
technology, environment, sociology, political science, and markets. Class-based work will
include guest speakers who are leaders in Japan's energy-environment field, as well as trips to
sites which encapsulate the topics covered in class. Prior experience of the energy sector is not
required to sit this course, but students must have an interest in the core topics, a desire to
conduct their own supplementary research, a willingness to debate the issues, and the ability to
develop, present and defend their own opinions in class.

[Japanese Popular Culture] Thursday 13:10-14:40 and 14:55-16:25

Professor William Bradley
Japanese popular culture consists of many different forms and categories, including (but not
limited to) Japanese movies and television, animation and manga, magazines, newspapers
and other printed materials, characters and product brands, sports and other entertainment
industries, music and idols, fashion, food and drink, consumer goods, shopping malls and other
places for consumption. Analyzing and understanding these various forms of popular culture
requires a framework of cultural studies that begins with the following considerations:
-Japanese popular culture is a set of vibrant industries that are produced and consumed within
constraints of a changing political economy -There are various forms that correspond to
different groups in society based on geography, generational divides, gender, and class
differences, and subcultural identities -These forms are historically variable and change
according not only to changes in fashion, but discourses in media and identities and social
roles of particular groups of Japanese -The creation of popular culture is as much dependent
on industry, government and media interests as it is on individual preferences and tastes
-Japan's governmental policies of advertising and projecting national power through a set of
strategies commonly referred to as "Cool Japan" are instrumental in understanding the role of
popular culture in the present age In addition to the above, Japanese poplar culture is also part
of a transnational system of exchange of poular culture in Asia and beyond. this course will also
examine the role of export ad import of popular culture in Japan that extends beyond the
borders of Japan.

[From Chashitsu to Muji: a Creative Introduction to the Roots of Contemporary
Japanese Design] Friday and Saturday at Kyoto Institute of Technology
The chashitsu (Japanese tea house) and other Japanese traditional buildings in the sukiya
style can be said to be more than the sum of their architectural parts. Their scale and simplicity,
however, belie their key importance to understanding the guiding principles of Japanese design
and social aesthetics as they have evolved to the present day. Using the chashitsu and the
spatial domain of its related surroundings as a point of departure, this course, which combines
the practical, creative and experiential, will allow students to engage with the subject of sensory
design in the timeless Japanese context. Students will visit selected Japanese traditional
buildings including chashitsu in Kyoto to learn about and experience their spatial, material and
sensory qualities from a historical, cultural, design and non-visual perspective. These visits will
be supplemented by lectures on contemporary Japanese design and the creation of cultural
probes a creative methodology used in design to capture ideas and stimulate new insights.



