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[Civil Society and Voluntary Action in Japan] Monday 1:10-4:25
Aya Okada
[Assistant Professor of public and international affairs in Department of Policy Studies at Doshisha University]
The significance of the civil society organizations in Japan has never been greater than today.
The longtime tradition of self-help groups and neighborhood associations has grown into more
structured, institutionalized organizations in the recent decades. The number of citizens
interested in taking voluntary actions — making financial donations, volunteering, and raising
their voice through advocacy efforts — has also been increasing steadily.
There have been a couple of events that particularly accelerated such trend in the recent years.
For example, the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake (or Kobe earthquake) of 1995 became an
incident where contributions of non-public, non-private organizations as well as individual
volunteers attracted much attention. More recently, the triple disasters of earthquake, tsunami,
and nuclear accident in Northeastern Japan in 2011 became a momentum for Japanese people to
become active in taking voluntary actions. Multiple surveys and reports find that more people in
Japan today are interested in and are taking some sort of actions to help others. What Salamon
called the “Global Associational Revolution” has indeed taken place in Japan over the past three
decades.
Civil society organizations has also attracted people’s attention as hopeful ways to solve social
issues that Japan face today. These include the rising need of elderly care that emerge from
ever-aging society, efforts to prepare for natural disasters that strikes Japan frequently,
revitalizing towns and cities in communities undergoing falling population, especially the
younger generation. Since 2010, the Japanese government has announced an initiative called
“New Public Commons (or Atarashi Kokyo)” to further facilitate the commitment of civil society

organizations in dealing with these urgent social problems.

[The Global and the Local in Japanese Food] Tuesday and Thursday 1:10-2:40
Linda Chance [Associate Professor of J apanese Language and Literature in the Department of East Asian Languages
and Civilizations at the University of Pennsylvanial
Kyoto is home to serious Japanese cuisine, from elaborate multi-course kaiseki to inventive
temple vegetarian shdjin ryori; guests at a tea experience hot water in rarefied forms. The
city also abounds in shops or companies that specialize in snacks, be they roasted
chestnuts, nama-yatsuhashi sweets, or “soft cream” cones. Kyoto’s traditions include
Korean barbecue, ramen noodles, and French pastry as well. Given such variety, who
determines what counts as “Japanese food”—consumers, historians and critics, top chefs,
home cooks, the Japanese government, which has an interest in promoting “soft power”

abroad through food? In this class we will consider how Japanese food came to be defined



in distinction to Western and Chinese foods beginning in the nineteenth century, and how
Japanese food became a global cuisine while maintaining strong regional variants. We will
use the food cultures of Kyoto as test cases to explore the economics, history, aesthetics,
and politics of preparing and eating food in Japan.

Among our questions: What makes a dish “Japanese”? How did Portuguese or Spanish
frying habits (tempura) and Chinese lamian (ramen) become hallmarks? How traditional is
the diet of rice and fish, and in what ways does it interact with the environment? How did
Buddhist vegetarians justify sukiyaki? What relationship does food have to the longevity of
Japanese today? How does gender affect Japanese food cultures? What are the origins of
Iron Chef and bento? If you are in a homestay, what is that household’s home cooking?
Some controversies we will discuss include the consumption of whale meat in Japan. We
will also investigate Japanese government controls of food to combat obesity and to make
food safe after the Fukushima nuclear catastrophe. Materials include essays, films,

novellas, menus, cookbooks, and the Kyoto foodscape itself.

[Traditional Japanese Theater: Noh and Kyogen] Tuesday and Thursday 2:55-4:25
Monica Bethe
[The director of the Medieval Japanese Studies Institute Kyoto, which is affiliated with Columbia University]
The course will introduce the major forms of Japanese performing arts: kagura, bugaku, herke
biwa, noh, kyogen, bunraku and kabuki. Noh, which incorporates elements from previous arts
and foreshadows later theatrical forms, will function as a focus. During the Muromachi period
(14th~16th centuries), Noh merged upper class esthetics and village entertainment into a lyrical
drama with masks, music, and dance. Through close reading of representative plays and
first-hand experience of performance, we will investigate various arts. Attendance at festival
performances will provide an introduction to many of the related arts, like bugaku (Court Dance),
oni barai (exorcism) and kagura (Shinto dance). Discussions will turn to the wider context of
world drama and to the dramatic theories. Finally we will explore the Edo-period performance
traditions of the puppet theater (bunraku) and kabuki, which grew up within the merchant
culture.
Class time will be divided equally between close readings of the plays with discussions of
performance arts. We will look at the underlying and supplement this with hands-on
emonstrations of dance, chant, instrumentation, mask making and costume weaving.
Students will be expected to attend all the performances in addition to class time, to make a final

presentation on a topic of their choice, and to write a related paper.



[Tourism and History in Japan] Wednesday and Friday 1:10-2:40
Mark Lincicome
[The director of KCJS and Ph.D. at the University of Chicago in East Asian languages and Civilizations]
This course incorporates theories, analytical concepts and approaches from two distinct
disciplines—history and tourism studies—in order to explore the relationship between tourism
and history in modern Japan. It focuses on the development of so-called “heritage tourism” and
“cultural tourism” in Japan since the late nineteenth century. It explores the hypothesis that
heritage tourism is not simply a means to learn about Japanese history; it also functions to
define, interpret and narrate that history for Japanese and foreign tourists alike. Studying the
history of tourism in modern Japan can shed light on how, and why, the very definition of
Japanese history, and public understanding of that history, have changed since the late
nineteenth century.
The course is divided into two parts. Part One focuses on the experiences of Japanese as heritage
tourists. As rapid modernization displaced older Japanese customs, some tourists were drawn to
places like Kyoto and Nara to rediscover the nation’s disappearing past and native traditions.
Further encouragement came from the government, which pioneered the establishment of
museums and choreographed commemoration events. As the borders of the Japanese Empire
expanded beyond the home islands, the histories of its overseas possessions became intertwined
with Japan’s, as tourists discovered through tours of Taiwan, Korea, Manchuria, and the “South
Seas” islands that Japan acquired from Germany after World War One. Japan’s defeat in the
Asia - Pacific War marked another turning point in the way that Japanese history was
understood and consumed by Japanese tourists, as rapid economic development, urbanization
and globalization prompted a rise in international travel, and a belated campaign by the
domestic tourism industry that encouraged Japanese to “Discover Japan” by revisiting their
ancestral villages and by taking yet more trips to famous locales like Kyoto, Nara and Ise.
The focus of Part Two of the course shifts to the development of modern Japan as a site for
heritage tourism. Here, too, the scope and meaning of Japanese history has broadened to include
sites of more recent historical events, such the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.
However, most of our attention will focus on Kyoto, in order to take advantage of our proximity
to the city that is Japan’s most popular destination for heritage tourism. We will examine how
the historical narrative of the city and its many historical attractions—disseminated through
guidebooks, manuals for tour guides, websites, brochures, postcards and maps—has been shaped
and reshaped by the growth of heritage tourism, which now features UNESCO World Heritage

Sites and Trip Advisor blogs, and which caters to Japanese and foreign tourists alike.

[Minorities, Migration and Globalization in Contemporary Japan]
Wednesday and Friday 2:55-4:25
Milo$ DEBNAR [Assistant Professor of sociology at Doshisha University’s Faculty of Social Sciences]
This course explores aspects of Japanese society as it engages in the process of globalization, by
7



discussing and analyzing issues concerning minorities and migration in Japan. The core of the
course will be devoted to contemporary migration and major national, ethnic and/or racial
minorities in Japan; we will also address these issues in the wider context of the modern history
of Japan. In order to understand the various meanings and dimensions of Japan’s engagement in
globalization, in addition to immigration, we will also include discussions of emigration from
Japan.

The course will start with an overview of the history and social position of the major historical
minorities in Japanese society, such as burakumin, Okinawans and Zainichi (or Korean
residents). Discussion of the struggle for recognition and inclusion in the structures of the
Japanese society will serve as a basis for understanding some of the issues concerning present
day minorities in Japan. Discussion of contemporary migration patterns that have emerged
since the late 1980s in various forms — ranging from the ‘ethnic’ migration of Nikkei Brazilians
through ‘Asian brides’ or women entertainers from the Philippines, to high-skilled workers and
international students, represents the core of the course. Exploring these different patterns will
lead us to important issues related to migration such as demographic changes and a shrinking
labor force, integration or multi-cultural coexistence, meanings of (national) belonging, the myth
of Japanese ethno-cultural homogeneity, racism and xenophobia, as well as broader topics such
as social inequality, globalization, and their meanings and manifestations in contemporary
Japan. The final part of the course will consist of discussions of changing emigration patterns
from Japan. An analysis of its underlying factors and contemporary forms will further illuminate
from a different perspective continuities (such as the persistence of gender inequalities) and

changes (such as individualization) within Japanese society.



