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Prof. Dr.Hans van Ginkel

Former Under-Secretary General of the United Nations
and Rector of the United Nations University (1997-2007) (EIFRE& AZHFER)

With great pleasure I add my congratulations to all other messages in this Action Report, published at the
occasion of completion by Dr. Kazuo Oike of his term as President of Kyoto University. It-is characteristic for
Dr. Oike that he is honoured by the publication of an Action Report. He steered Kyoto University through a
period of momentous change. The “incorporation” of Kyoto University meant more independence, but also
more risk and responsibility; a strong need to further enhance quality on a worldwide scale and in particular its

relevance worldwide, but also nationally, regionally and locally.

President Oike has performed very well in this difficult period of change. One of his achievements was certainly
the strengthening of Kyoto University in the field of disaster reduction. It was in particular in this field that the
relations between Kyoto University and different organizations in the UN, in particular also the United Nations
University, have become very strong over the past years. The Third World Water Forum in Kyoto, the Tsunami
in the Indian Ocean, the Kobe World Summit on Disaster Reduction and the development of the Unesco
Unitwin Programme on Landslides, leading to the International Consortium on Landslides (ICL), were all

occasions for a deepening of the cooperation between Kyoto University and the UNU.

It is characteristic that right now that I am writing this message, we are close to the Official Opening of the First
World Landslide Forum, to be held in UNU, Tokyo, but to a large extent prepared by Kyoto University, in
particular by Professor Kyoji Sassa and Professor Kaoru Takara. Indeed, during the Presidency of Professor
Kazuo Oike, Kyoto University has taken a lead role in studies related to water and landslides, in studies on risks

and disaster reduction, increasing both the quality and the relevance of the academic work in Kyoto University.

President Oike, I sincerely do congratulate you with your achievements! and I do wish you an agreeable and

successful continuation of your interesting lifepath!
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