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Abstract

Before deciding on the particular elements of the Plan of Action for the Promotion of Gender Equality at Kyoto
University (provisional title), it is important to understand present conditions at Kyoto University as they relate to
gender equality. To this end, a questionnaire survey was made of the entire university community at Kyoto University,
including full-time and part-time faculty (professors and researchers), administration, staff, and students. The survey
was conducted online between December 7, 2006 and January 26, 2007.

The complete text of the report (in Japanese) and figures of all the findings are available online at_
<http://kyoto-u.ac.jp.kyodo-sankaku>.

Chapter 1 The People of Kyoto University

Women make up about % of the entire community of Kyoto University.
Women make up 7.8% of full-time professors and researchers, 53.4% of full-time administration and staff members,
and 20% of students.

o The higher the rank, the lower the percentage of women among faculty, administration, and staff (full professors,
4.0%; division, and section heads 3.3%): Figure 1-1-1.
The percentage of female graduate students is slightly higher than that of female undergraduate students.
One-fourth of all female personnel of Kyoto University are part-time staff.

. Figure 1-1-1 (2): Rank and Gender of Administration
Figure 1-1-1 (1): Rank and Gender of Faculty

and Staff
Division, department, office
heads and duputy heads

Full professors

Section heads and specialists
Associate professors and full-time lecturers

Male Senior staff members
Assistant professors

Female L Male
3 Femal
Part-time lecturers S cmae
Rescarchers Nurses
Other Part-time staff
2000 1500 1000 500 0 500 1000 500 0 500 1000 1500 2000 2500
Number of people Number of people

Figure 1-1-1 (3): Year and Gender of Students

Doctoral students
| Total personnel at Kyoto University: 35206
Master’s students .
Male Respondents to this survey: 1523
[ Female
Professional Percentage of respondents out of total: 4.3%
degrees .. .
e A (Administration and staff, 14.7%; Faculty,
Undergadiaty 6.8%; Students2.3%)
students

12000 10000 8000 6000 4000 2000 0 2000 4000
Number of students
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o

The percentage of female undergraduates first rose above 10% in the 1980s: Figure 1-1-3

Figure 1-1-3: Total number of female students at Kyoto University and their share of the

total population
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The increase in female faculty began in the 1990s (associate professors) and from 2000 onward (full professors):

Figure 1-1-5
Figure 1-1-5: Total number of female facluty at Kyoto University and their share of the
total population
200 ¢
180 |

[0 Female full professors

160 L Female full-time lecturers

—=— % of female full professors
% of female full-time lecturers
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140
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Chapter 2 Kyoto University as a Workplace: Work and Lives of Faculty and Administration

|Difﬁculties forming a family faced by women and the younger generati0n|

o The percentage of female faculty, administration, and staff
that are married is low in comparison to males: Figure Figure 2-1-2: Percentage of faculty and administration
2.1-1 and staff living apart from their spouse

o The percentage of female faculty, administration, and staff Males (N=490) M Females (N=261)
30%

with children is also lower than for males: Figure 2-1-3.

o Female faculty are more likely than female administration 25 |
and staff to be married, but less likely to have children: this
could reflect a strategy of not having children after 20%
marriage in order to balance family and research.

o For faculty, administration, and staff under 30, the 15%
percentage of children is low regardless of gender and
faculty/administration/staff status (women 30%, men 1% r
40%); difficulty forming a family is now a general 500 |

problem for the younger generation, male and female alike.

o Many live apart from their spouse (25% of female faculty, 0%
11% of male faculty, 9% of female administration and staff, Faculty administration and staff

6% of male administration and staff): Figure 2-1-2.

o One-fourth of spouses of female faculty under 30 work part-time or are unemployed.

Figure 2-1-1: Percentage of persons who are married, by age Figure 2-1-3: Percentage of persons with children, by age
—#- Male faculty (N=274) —®- Female faculty (N=119) ‘ - Male faculty (N=274) - Female faculty (N=119)
—#- Male administrator and staff (N=382) Female administrator and staff (N=419) —®- Male admini and staff (N=382) Female admini and staff (N=419)
100% 100%
90% |- 90% r
80% |- 80% r
70% | /'/-\\- 70% |
60% |- 60%
50% |- L 50% 1
40% 40% r
30% [ 30% 1
20% 20%
10% 10% L
0% : : ; ; | 0%

20s 30s 40s 50s 60s 20s 30s 40s 50s 60s
Age Age

|The prime working years are also the prime years for childrearing and adult caregiving|

o Administration and staff frequently make use of formal childcare assistance, such as childcare leaves and childcare
facilities.

Researchers tend to rely in informal childcare support (e.g., their parents).

Childcare methods for male faculty, administration, and staff depend on the wife’s profession.

The number of persons taking childcare leave has increased rapidly since the late 1990s: Figure 2-2-4.

O O O O

The majority of persons taking childcare leave were full-time female administration and staff (only 6 males and 8

female faculty took leave).

o Experience in adult caregiving for parents, relatives, and spouses increases rapidly from age 50 on (74% of female
faculty, 64% of female administration and staff, 40% of male administration and staff, 29% of male faculty): Figure
2-2-5 (1).

o The problem of long-distance caregiving: over half of persons caring for an elderly or disabled adult live apart from

them.

X1v



Figure 2-2-4: Trends in number of people taking childcare leave Figure 2-2-5 (1): Changes in percentage of persons involved in adult

—#- Male faculty (N=274) —#- Female faculty (N=119)
—&- Male admini or and staff (N=382) Female administrator and staff (N=419)|

".'Number of persons taking childcare leave —®- males taking childcare leave

501 80%

70%

60% -

50%

40%

30%

20%

10%
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|The gender disparity in employment and promotion|

o Patterns of employment and promotion for faculty, administration, and staff according to age differ for men and
women: Figure 2-3-2 (1) and 2-3-5 (2).

o The age of promotion is higher for women than for men in general, and the promotion process lasts much longer
than for males.
Promotion of female faculty, administration, and staff with spouses and children is particularly slow: Figure 2-3-6.
For administration and staff, there is a large gender disparity for promotion to the rank of section head; many
women remain in the position of senior staff member for a long period of time: Figure 2-3-9.

o A gender disparity exists in promotion for administration and staff, and in employment for faculty.

Figure 2-3-2 (1): Age of employment for assistant professors at Kyoto Figure 2-3-5 (2): Age of promotion to section head for administration
University and staff at Kyoto University
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Age Age
Figure 2-3-6: Marital status and promotion of administration and staff Figure 2-3-9: Number of years since being promoted to senior staff
member (current senior staff members)
Age ".'Male, unmarried % Male, married —# Female, unmarried Female, manied‘
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Chapter 3  Kyoto University as a Site for Research and Education

|The gender disparity in employment in research and academics|

o It takes longer for women to find full-time employment, and women apply for jobs more times than men: Figure

3-2-1(1) 2).

o Men tend to obtain jobs through the introduction of academic advisers; women by applying to publicly-recruited

positions: Figure 3-2-9 (1) (2).

Figure 3-2-1: Percentage of faculty with
experience as part-time lecturers,
trainees, and researchers prior to full-
time employment (1): males
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Figure 3-2-9: Method of obtaining
first full-time position (1): males
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Figure 3-2-1: Percentage of faculty with
experience as part-time lecturers,
trainees, and researchers prior to full-
time employment (2): females
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position (2): females
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o Gender disparities in length of the wait for full-time employment have continued to decrease over time. However,

males continue to receive preference in job introductions: Figure 3-2-6, 3-2-11

Figure 3-2-6: Trends by cohort in percentage of faculty with experience in
part-time and other non-regular positions prior to full-time employment
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Figure 3-2-11: Trends by cohort in percentage of faculty who obtained first
full-time position through introduction
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|Gender disparities in research output and reception of grant money|

o

For most positions, there is little gender disparity in research output as measured by number of articles and books:

Figure 3-3-1 (1) (2).
Figure 3-3-1: Research output of faculty members (1): number of articles
(average)
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Figure 3-3-1: Research output of faculty members (2): number of books

Male
Female

(average)
Full professors, ~ Associate Assistant  Full professors, ~ Associate Assistant
humanities  professors and  professors, sciences professors and  professors,
lecturers, humanities lecturers, sciences

humanities

sciences

The research output of female researchers with spouses and children is comparable to that of men as well as to

women without spouses and children.

Adult caregiving does adversely affect output for female researchers.

More research grants are given to women, but the amount received by men is slightly greater.

Chapter 4 Respondents’ Views: Problems and Countermeasures

|Experience of gender-based discrimination at Kyoto University|

o

40.3% of female faculty, 36.8% of administration
and staff, and 29.1% of students have experienced
gender discrimination.

Female faculty and students in the sciences have a
greater sense of being discriminated against than in
the humanities: Figure 4-1-2.

The higher in age, the more discrimination is
reported by women: conditions may be improving
over time.

A large share of women with children and spouses
has experienced discrimination.

Some men have also experienced discrimination
(5.1% of faculty, 12.3% of administration and staff,
5.9% of students).

A large share of men with children and spouses has
experienced discrimination.

One-fifth of men whose wives work full-time have
experienced discrimination.
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Figure 4-1-2: Percentages of respondents
experiencing gender discrimination at Kyoto
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|Problems and countermeasures|

o Men and women differ on whether promotion/employment and work/research conditions are disadvantageous to
women.
Young male faculty, administration, and staff are extremely interested in receiving childcare leave.
Nurses desire improvements in childcare support policies and the security system.

Table 4-1: Obstacles to men and women working together productively at Kyoto University, reported by respondents
Males (N=875); Females (N=648)

Items Male Female
Inadequate support for childbirth, childcare, and caregiving 34.7% 50.8%
Not enough female faculty members 35.8% 39.5%
Facilities not adequately suited for women’s needs 13.5% 35.3%
Disadvantages for women in promotion and employment 11.9% 30.9%
Not enough female students 21.0% 14.0%
Sexual harassment 15.8% 19.4%
Disadvantages to women in work and research environment 12.6% 23.1%
Lack of adequate system for advising and counseling 12.9% 20.2%
Academic harassment 13.1% 15.3%
Inadequate security 11.4% 16.7%
No particular problem seen 16.8% 7.9%
Inadequate consideration of biological gender differences 8.3% 15.6%
Not enough interaction between women 4.8% 13.3%
Restrictions on using former (“maiden”) name at work 4.9% 11.1%
Employment difficulty for female students 53% 9.4%
Lack of support from spouse 5.9% 8.3%
Standards for work evaluation disadvantageous to women (overemphasis on amount of time spent 4% 1%
at work and quantity of research output)

Other 6.1% 52%
Disadvantages for women in guidance and preparing to enter graduate school 2.4% 9.0%
Disadvantages for men in promotion and employment 3.0% 0.0%
Standards for work evaluation disadvantageous to men 2.5% 0.2%
Disadvantages for men in work and research environment 2.3% 0.3%
Disadvantages for men in guidance and preparing to enter graduate school 1.3% 0.2%

Table 4-2: Measures to enable men and women to work together productively at Kyoto University, reported by
respondents (1): Measures to establish gender equality in education, research, and work
Males (N=875); Females (N=648)

Items Male Female
Change in male attitudes 44.0% 54.6%
Change in female attitudes 33.0% 29.6%
Economic support for childcare 27.5% 29.5%
Eliminating evaluation of work based on the length of time spent at work 21.8% 32.4%
Active recruitment and promotion of female faculty, administration and staff 19.4% 30.4%
Establishing more varied criteria for evaluating work (emphasis on factors other than amount of

21.4% 21.5%
time spent at work and quantity of research output)
Creation of rest areas, showers, etc. for women 9.8% 21.8%
Creation of a better security system 12.5% 16.7%
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Improving the office environment 15.4% 12.2%

Increasing the number of women’s restrooms 7.4% 19.3%
Guidance and support of young female faculty, administration and staff, graduate students, and 8.9% 14.7%
undergraduate students

Abolishment of age criteria for employment and research subsidies 8.2% 13.0%
Creation of an advisory center for women 7.1% 9.7%
Expanding and publicizing the use of former (“maiden”) name at work 6.1% 9.0%
Establish numerical quotas for employment of female faculty, administration, and staff 4.2% 10.6%
Employment support for female students 4.6% 6.2%
Social events for female faculty, administration and staff, and students to promote exchange 3.5% 4.6%
Establishment of a Center for Gender Equality 4.0% 3.4%

Table 4-3: Measures to enable men and women to work together productively at Kyoto University, reported by
respondents (2): Measures to support a balance between family life and education, research, and work
Males (N=875); Females (N=648)

Items Male Female

Establishing daycare facilities on campus 43.3% 49.5%
Making childcare leaves easily obtainable 34.7% 31.8%
Introducing flexible work hours 27.9% 34.1%
Support for returning to the workplace after a leave 28.0% 31.3%
More understanding from supervisors and co-workers 24.3% 32.4%
Childcare facilities for school-age children 25.3% 30.2%
Promotion of childcare leaves for men 28.5% 24.2%
Creation of a long-term childcare system 19.2% 28.9%
Reduction of working time during the childrearing period 17.0% 23.5%
Creating a system for returning to the workplace after leaving the job 15.7% 24.5%
Elimination of meetings outside of regular working hours 17.5% 18.5%
Daycare for children when they are sick 10.7% 21.6%
General reduction in work hours 15.2% 14.7%
Greater availability of leave for adult caregiving 14.4% 15.7%
Introduction of a “working at home” system 12.0% 11.9%
Establishing spaces for nursing, diaper -changing, etc. 10.5% 13.4%
Greater availability of leave for adult caregiving 10.6% 11.0%
Easier admission to off-campus daycare facilities 8.2% 13.4%
A maternity and childcare leave system for students 8.5% 8.6%
Policies to reduce commuting time 5.5% 5.7%

Table 4-4: Measures to enable men and women to work together productively at Kyoto University, reported by

respondents (3): other items
Male students (N=219); Female students (N=110)

Items Male Female

Educating faculty, administration and staff, and students on gender equality 15.3% 18.5%
The employment of more experts as advisers and counselors 7.3% 12.6%
Creation of courses on gender equality 5.1% 9.2%
Promotion of research on gender equality 3.6% 5.9%

Other 3.6% 2.5%




This survey demonstrates that female faculty, administration, and staff at Kyoto University, as
well as the entire younger generation, face serious difficulties in forming families. The most
difficult period for younger persons is the 20s and 30s, particularly in research positions, where the
unstable period prior to gaining full-time employment corresponds with the period of family
formation, with little public or institutional support available. Young men as well as women,
faculty, administration, and staff alike, expressed their wish for work practices to change to enable
the balancing of work with private and family life. For university faculty, administration, and staff
aged 50 and older, a large percentage has adult caregiving responsibilities, which has a significant
effect on their work performance. The survey also showed a continuing gender disparity in job
introductions for faculty and promotions for administration and staff. This was especially apparent
in the delay in promotion of female faculty and for administration and staff with children and
spouses.
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