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The insect collection, primarily butterflies, collected by Yasutaka
Murata, has been donated to the Kyoto University Museum. The
collection of more than 17,000 specimens collected over the
years from Japan and the world includes many species and
local populations for which very few specimens are known to
exist. The Museum has decided to exhibit a portion of this
collection for limited periods over the next several years. This
first exhibition will focus on the swallowtail butterflies, which
include many large, beautiful species that many people love. It
will present approximately 450 specimens in 16 boxes, tracing
the evolutionary process of these butterflies. Although itis a
small exhibit, we hope that visitors will be fascinated by the
beauty of the butterflies' color patterns and feel their
irreplaceability and the wonder of evolution.
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