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[Japanese Corporations] Monday 1:15-4:30

Mari Kondo [Professor and Dean of the Global MBA Program at Doshisha University’s
Business School]

The overarching objective of this course is to “understand” and also “experience” Japanese
corporations. In this course, students will: visit Japanese corporations and plants; interact
with managers; discuss business cases and participate in exercises to deepen their
understanding; and study and make presentations on Japanese corporations. Through
those activities, students will develop a solid grasp of various aspects of Japanese
corporations especially in the areas of strategy, organization, human resource management,
international management, technology and operation management, environmental
management, and corporate social responsibility. Tentatively, the corporations we plan to
visit (or invite) include Toyota, Panasonic, a Nintendo-related game production company, a
traditional sake producer that is now known for their biotechnology, and a fashion and
lifestyle-related company (UNIQLO and/or MUJI). Students will not only learn how to
associate with Japanese executives and businesspeople, but also gain practical skills to
analyze business issues and cases. Ultimately, the course is designed so that students will
gain important insights and skills for their Japan-related career goals.

[Immortals, Drop-outs, Female Rebels, and Courtiers in East Asian Literature]
Tuesday and Thursday 3:00-4:30
Wiebke Denecke [Associate Professor of Chinese, Japanese & Comparative Literature at

Boston University]

Literature exists in space: writers are physical beings and in their works they often rely on a
repertoire of spatial imagination that is distinctive of their literary tradition. Whether a literary
work was written by a court lady, hidden away in a lavish residence in the capital and
sensitive to the complex power politics outside her gates, by a monk given to devotional
practices secluded in an austere hut in the mountains, an emperor in his palace, the center
of power, or a rebel attacking that very political center makes all the difference for how we
understand and interpret their works and how we appreciate and apply their message to our
own lives. In this course we compare East Asian (Chinese, Japanese, Korean, and
Viethamese) texts on life inside, outside, and beyond society from past to present. We track
down gods, monks, recluses, slackers, emperors, aristocrate, and court ladies in the places
from which they wrote and explore the intersections of writing, living, and believing. In the
process, the course aims to enable students to (a) think through literature spatially, which
means to think systematically through how the spatial and social location of authors informs
their beliefs and writings and how, in turn, the imagination of space in literature-courts,
monasteries, heaven, nature-impinges on society and shapes history; (b) grasp East Asia
as a cultural space beyond the entrenched national interpretations of literature in China,



Japan, Korea, and Vietham and acquire a huanced understanding of the commonalities and
regional differences within the literatures and cultures that make up today’s East Asia; and
(c) inhabit alternative spaces to our secular, democratic, and industrialized style of living in
21 century North America. Inhabiting those perspectives can help us to critically evaluate
the styles of living in our historical moment.

[Walking the Streets of Kyoto: Japan’s Literary Capital]
Tuesday and Thursday 1:15-2:45
Wiebke Denecke [Associate Professor of Chinese, Japanese & Comparative Literature at

Boston University]

In this course we explore the city of Kyoto through literary texts that were written in or about
Japan’s long-time (not just literary) capital, from its beginnings in the eighth century through
our times. We take advantage of KCJS’ location in the heart of the city to alternate readings
of Kyoto and excursions to sites in and around Kyoto. We will first approach its cityscape as
a whole, then explore one of Kyoto’s and Japan’s most famous gods-Tenjin-sama, the
deified Sugawara no Michizane, then go to experience Kyoto as a stage of lust and love and
war and aggression, and close on Kyoto as a place where the traditional culture of
celebrating the four seasons in literature, arts, and lifestyle is still very alive. The course
includes class excursions to Tenjin’s Kitano Tenmanga Shrine, to sites connected to the Tale
of Genji in Uji, and to Ohara, a major commemorative site related to events in the warrior
epic Tales of the Heike. Students will also undertake excursions on their own and investigate
Kyoto’s current seasonal culture through class reports.

[The Practice and Aesthetics of Japanese Tea] Wednesday and Friday 3:00-4:30

Hillary Pedersen [has spent the past seven years researching and teaching in the Kansai
area.]

This seminar-style course focuses on various aspects of the formal preparation of tea, or
chanoyu. Taking advantage of the rich tea culture of Kyoto and its environs, we will explore
the visual and material culture of tea, its history, the ritualized act of preparing it, and the
usage of tea in Buddhist contexts. We will also examine how tea is related to contemporary
notions of hospitality and manners in everyday Japanese life, as well as to aesthetic
sensibilities. When possible, visits to tea-related sites will be incorporated into the class
schedule.

[Exploring Language and Food in Kyoto: F#f% Bk 5 ]
Wednesday and Friday 1:15-2:45
Lindsay Yotsukura [KCJS Director and associate professor of Japanese at Columbia
University]
This course investigates how local Kyoto food purveyors use language to market and
present their wares, and how they communicate with customers. Students will act as casual
“participant observers,” making notes on spoken language use by staff and customers, and


http://www.kcjs.jp/pdf/courses02/kyotofood.pdf

collecting samples of written language as illustrated in signs upon the wealth of material in
anthropology, ethnography, history, and literature on Japanese food culture, as well as
relevant topics in linguistics. The course will also include class visits to selected shops, the
central cuisine. Students will have the opportunity to participate in a hands-on workshop for
the creation of wagashi, and a lecture/demonstration cooking class with a renowned Kyoto
food expert. The class concludes with a group meal consisting of dishes students create
with foodstuffs purchased through local merchants.

[Kansai Area Art] Tuesday and Thursday 4:45-6:15
Karin Swanson [teaches Japanese art history at the Center for International Education of
Kansai Gaidai University and at Urasenke, a leading school of the tea
ceremony in Kyoto.]

The Kansai area, in particular the “golden triangle” formed by the cities of Kyoto,
Osaka, and Nara, has been for most of Japanese history the center of the highest level of
art production in the country. The dominant artistic role of Kansai was established in the
tomb mounds of clan leaders from the 4™ century, and continued on until political power and
much artistic patronage shifted to Edo in the 17" century.

Assuming no prior experience in art history, the goal of the class is to maximize the
experience of looking at Kansai art, much if it in its original context, focusing primarily on
secular and religious painting and sculpture. Each of five chronological units will consist of
readings, looking at examples of art in that period, and class sites studied, including temples,
gardens, and museums.



