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[Business Systems and Strategies in Japan and Asia]
Mari Kondo
Monday 1:15-4:30

Asia has demonstrated spectacular economic growth, and for the foreseeable future, it
will continue to be the source of dynamism and wealth in the world. Meanwhile, Japan will
still remain as one of the global economic powerhouses, yet with its decreasing population,
Japan’s relations to the rest of Asia are expected to deepen. Reflecting the above, most
multinational corporations, including those from the US and Japan, are taking a regional
approach rather than a national approach, i.e., developing strategies for East Asia or Asia
rather than for Japan alone. For students who study Japanese, therefore, a familiarity with
business systems and practices of both Japan and Asia, together with international
business management basics, will help to enhance their understanding of the
interconnectedness of the region’s economies and businesses, and at the same time widen
their future career options.

With that in mind, through lectures, guest speaker sessions, corporate visits, case
analyses, as well as group and individual work in this course, students are expected to gain:
a basic understanding of international business management; skills to analyze business and
management systems in Japan and Asia (China, Korea, Singapore, etc.); an understanding
of the key players in Asian business (tentatively, Samsung from Korea; Heier from China;
American businesses in Japan and Asia, such as P&G; and Japanese business in Asia,
such as Shiseido); and insights as to how to utilize one’s knowledge of Japan in the greater
Asian context.

[Love and Death in Japanese Culture]
Philip Flavin

Tuesday and Friday 4:45-6:15
Using the central existential questions of love, death, and beauty as thematic foci, this
course examines the premodern history of the human being in Japan with the aim of
exploring a different past and an other site for the study of the humanities as a viable
measure of civil life. In the course of reading literature, both canonical and popular, which
portray the thematics of love and death, we will analyze key concepts in Japanese cultural
history that address issues of good and evil, truth, desire, and "the beautiful." Attention will
be paid to questions of interpretation that arise in reading the works of a culture different
from the West in its philosophies and religions; in the non-logocentrism of its linguistic
usages and artistic expressions; its emphasis on form and ritual as a crucial component of
the moral human being. We will also note the existence of various separate cultures--courtly,
merchant, craftsman, samurai and priest, actor and geisha, each with its own hierarchy and



code of ethics and aesthetics. Class materials will include, apart from the literary works such
as The Tale of Genji and Tales of the Heike, secondary sources from criticism, history,
philosophy and religion, sociology, as well as visual media like painting and film.

[Selected Topics in Japanese Studies: Kyoto Artisans and their Worlds]
Monica Bethe and Douglas Woodruff

Friday 1:15-4:30
One of the attractions of the ancient capital of Japan is the variety of fine and applied arts
that continue to feed the city. Geographically these include the textile workshops of Nishijin
in the northwest of the city, the ceramic workshops in the southeast around Gojozaka, and
the web of artisans supporting the traditional artist guilds: pigment producers, papermakers,
stencil cutters, gold and silver foil craftsmen, carvers and printers. Through visits to studios
and museums, the course will seek to give the students first-hand experience of not only the
crafts, but also their changing role in supporting the lifeblood of Kyoto as a city. Weekly
lectures and readings will provide historical, cultural, and technological background for each
topic. Students will be expected to choose a personal focus to explore in depth and to
present this to the class.

[Politics and Policy Controversies in Japan]
John Creighton Campbell

Tuesday and Thursday 3:00-4:30
The Japanese political scene has been turbulent recently, not only in electoral and party
politics but in disputes over major policy issues. This course will focus on several
fundamental questions Japan faces today in economic, social, foreign, and constitutional
policy, as significant in understanding contemporary Japan and in order to illuminate how
Japanese politics works. For context, we begin with the basics of postwar political history
and institutions, and then explore the substance and politics of selected policy debates.
Although the course is not oriented to political science theoretical concerns, we maintain a
comparative perspective throughout to highlight where Japan is distinctive and
where—sometimes surprisingly—not.

[Selected Topics in Japanese Studies: Families and Work in Post - war Japan]
Scott North

Wednesday 3:00-6:15
This course surveys outstanding examples of English language social science research on
Japan to introduce developments in post-World War Il Japanese social life. Using studies of
families and work, we will analyze factors that promoted both change and continuity in the
social division of labor between these interdependent spheres. Our aim is to grasp how the
cultural strategies for organizing contemporary Japanese social life were conditioned, first



by rapid industrialization and growth, and later by relative economic stasis. We will pay
attention to class, gender, and regional variations in work and family life, as well as to the
role of social psychology in Japanese responses to work-family conflicts.

[Japanese in Action: Language Use in the Anime of Miyazaki Hayao]
Lindsay Yotsukura

Tuesday and Thursday 1:15-2:45
This course examines the Japanese language in action, as utilized by the multitude of
characters depicted in the anime films of Miyazaki Hayao. We will consider how language
usage can vary depending upon a range of situational factors, for example, relative social
distance between participants, type of interaction or event, in/out group membership, and
attitudinal stance toward the topic of discussion. Readings, class discussions, and
homework assignments will first consider English examples from everyday conversation in
order to introduce a number of fundamental linguistic concepts, and subsequently apply
them to Japanese excerpts drawn from Miyazaki’s works. Special attention will be paid to
how the linguistic behavior of a character contributes to his or her overall portrayal and
identity in a film. Our discussions will also include comparisons of English translations in film
dubbings and subtitles with the original Japanese in order to consider how various social
actions such as requests, apologies, and invitations may be conveyed in the two languages.
We conclude with group - based multimedia projects on related topics developed and
presented by the students. [No previous knowledge of linguistics is necessary or assumed
for this class, but there will is a language corequisite of Intermediate - Low on the ACTFL
scale or permission of the instructor.]



