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jMedieval Japan
— Creative Energies in the “Dark Ages” —

Spring 2011
Monday and Wednesday 3:00-4:30

James L. McClain
Office hours: Wednesdays 1:30-2:30 and


by appointment (James_McClain@Brown.edu)

In the Western historical lexicon, the terms “middle ages” and “medieval” often conjure up images of backwards and stagnation.  During its chūsei epoch (中世時代) from the end of the twelfth century to the middle of the sixteenth, however, Japan pulsated with political, economic, and cultural creativity.  This course will explore the following topics central to Japan’s medieval revolution: (•) the construction of new forms of political authority, namely the samurai-led shogunate, (•) the emergence of fresh cultural norms, including warrior values and the ethos of the detached hermit, (•) the appearance of Zen and popular religious sects, (•) the intersection of innovative “Zen arts” (especially noh drama, landscape gardening, and the tea ceremony) with samurai government to form a kind of rule by “soft-power,” (•) a new visibility of commoners and women in written and visual records, and (•) interactions with other peoples in Asia that ranged from trade to piracy to invasive warfare.  The class will make several field trips to expand our knowledge about Kyoto’s medieval past.



topics and readings


You are expected to read and to think about the assignments according to the following schedule.  The KCJS library makes available those books that contain substantial assigned material.  To the greatest extent possible, we also will make readings available to you electronically.

The medieval period has a complicated set of chronological subdivisions.  We will begin our enquiry by using the following:
Kamakura period, 1185-1333

Kenmu Restoration, 1333-1336

Muromachi (Ashikaga) period, 1336-1573

Nanbokuchō (Northern and Southern Courts) epoch, 1336-1392

Kitayama epoch, late fourteenth and early fifteenth centuries

Higashiyama epoch, second half of fifteenth century

Sengoku, 1478-1568

Reunification (Azuchi-Momoyama epoch), 1568-1600


The Kamakura Epoch



January12: Welcome


Course content and expectations
General historical themes, 1185-1333
Optional Background Reading:

John W. Hall, Japan: From Prehistory to Modern Times, pp. 75-102 only of ch. 7 (“The Feudal Age”).
John W. Hall, “Kyoto as Historical Background,” in Hall and Jeffery P. Mass, eds., Medieval Japan: Essays in Institutional History, pp. 3-38.



January 17: The new medieval political order


Discussion topics:

The rise of the samurai

The Genpei Wars

Establishing the Minamoto (Kamakura) shogunate

Readings:

Collcutt, Martin, “The ‘Emergence of the Samurai’ and the Military History of Early Japan,” Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies 56:1 (June 1996), pp. 151-64.

Jeffery P. Mass, “The Emergence of the Kamakura Bakufu” in John W. Hall and Mass, eds., Medieval Japan: Essays in Institutional History, pp. 127-56.

The Tale of the Heike, Helen Craig McCullough, tr., “Introduction” (pp. 1-11); pp. 23-30 only of chapter 1, chapter 4; pp. 130-64; and ch. 6 (pp. 197-223) — do not worry about remembering every single detail, but, instead, try to focus on key events, the chronology of the Taira rise, and the varying characterizations (scholarly vs literary) of the Taira warriors and how they ruled Kyoto. 

Cornelius J. Kiley, “The Imperial Court as Legal Authority in the Kamakura Age,” in Jeffrey P. Mass, ed., Court and Bakufu in Japan: Essays in Kamakura History, pp. 29-44.


January 19: Living under the “new order”


Discussion topics:

Samurai male ethos

Samurai women

Readings:

The Tale of the Heike, chapter 11 (pp. 358-400); again, the details can be staggering, but try to focus on depiction of warrior ethos.

Karl Friday, Samurai, Warfare and the State in Early Medieval Japan, ch. 5 (“The Culture of War”), pp. 135-63.

The Tale of the Heike, “The Initiates Chapter,” pp. 426-38.

Margaret Fukazawa Benton, “Hōjō Masako,” in Chieko Irie Mulhern, ed., Heroic with Grace: Legendary Women of Japan, pp. 162-207.

Tabata Yasuko, “Female Attendants and Wives of the Medieval Warrior Class,” tr. Christina Laffin, in Wakita Haruko et al., eds., Gender and Japanese History, v. 2, (Gerry Yokota-Murakami, translation ed.), pp. 313-47.



January 24: Popular religions


Discussion topics:

Jōdo Shinshū, The True Pure Land Sect
Readings:

James C, Dobbins, “Envisioning Kamakura Buddhism,” in Richard K. Payne, ed., Re-Visioning “Kamakura” Buddhism, pp. 24-42.

James C. Dobbins, Jōdō Shinshū: Shin Buddhism in Medieval Japan, ch. 3 (“Shinran and His Teachings”), pp. 21-44.

James C. Dobbins, Letters of the Nun Eshinni: Images of Pure Land Buddhism in Medieval Japan (University of Hawai‘i Press 2004), Introduction, pp. xiii-xvi, ch. 2 (“The Letters of Eshinni: A Translation”), pp. 23-42, ch. 3 (“Pure Land Buddhism and the Medieval Experience”), pp. 45-73, and ch. 4 (“Women, Sexuality, and Pure Land Buddhism”), pp. 74-106.

Joan R. Piggott, “Hierarchy and Economics in Early Medieval Tōdaiji,” in Jeffrey P. Mass, ed., Court and Bakufu in Japan: Essays in Kamakura History, pp. 45-92.


January 26: Zen


Discussion topics:

Core beliefs

The monastary
Field-trip Preaparation
Readings:

Martin Collcutt, “The Zen Monastary in Kamakura Society,” in Jeffrey P. Mass, ed., Court and Bakufu in Japan: Essays in Kamakura History, pp. 191-220.
Zen Flesh, Zen Bones.  Selections.

Keene, Donald, Some Japanese Portraits (Kodansha 1983), “Ikkyū, 1394-1481,” pp. 15-25.



January 29: Visit to a Zen temple




The Muromachi Epoch



January 31: Establishing the Ashikaga shogunate
Discussion topics:

Historical themes, 1336-c. 1500

The Mongol invasions

The early Ashikaga shoguns

Regional warrior families
Readings:

John W. Hall, Japan: From Prehistory to Modern Times, pp. 102-134 of ch. 5 (“The Feudal Age”).

Prescott B. Wintersteen, Jr., “The Early Muromachi Bakufu in Kyoto,” in John W. Hall and Jeffrey P. Mass, eds., Medieval Japan: Essays in Institutional History, pp. 201-209.

Kenneth A. Grossberg, Japan’s Renaissance: The Politics of the Muromachi Bakufu (East Asia Program, Cornell University, 2001 edition), pp. 12-39 only of ch. 2 (“The Ashikaga Shogun in Muromachi Japan”).
H. Paul Varley, “Cultural Life of the Warrior Elite in the Fourteenth Century,” in Jeffrey P. Mass, ed., The Origins of Japan’s Medieval World, pp. 192-208.



February 2:  The Kitayama cultural epoch
Discussion topics:

What were the distinguishing caracteristics of the Kitayama cultural epoch?

What did it add to the lexicon of Japanese culture?

Student report on a visit to Kinkakuji

Readings:

Kenneth A. Grossberg, Japan’s Renaissance: The Politics of the Muromachi Bakufu (East Asia Program, Cornell University, 2001 edition), pp. 39-63 of ch. 2 (“The Ashikaga Shogun in Muromachi Japan”) and ch. 3 (“Muromachi Economy and Bakufu Income”), pp. 65-86.
Hayashiya Tatsusaburō with Geoge Elison, “Kyoto in the Muromachi Age,” in John W. Hall and Toyoda Takeshi, eds., Japan in the Muromachi Age, pp. 15-36
H. Paul Varley, “Ashikaga Yoshimitsu and the World of Kitayama: Social Change and Shogunal Patronage in Early Muromachi Japan,” in John W. Hall and Toyoda Takeshi, eds., Japan in the Muromachi Age, pp. 183-204.



February 7: Noh
Readings:

Keene, Donald, Some Japanese Portraits (Kodansha 1983), “Zeami, 1333/4-1443,” pp. 15-25.

Thomas B. Hare, Zeami’s Style: The Noh Plays of Zeami Motokuyo, ch. 1 (“A Documentary Biography”), pp. 11-38.

Zeami Motokiyo, “Seami on the Art of the Nō,” tr. Ryusaku Tsunoda and Donald Keene, in Donald Keene, comp. and ed., Anthology of Japanese Literature: From the Earliest Era to the Mid-nineteenth Century, pp. 258-63.

Zeami Motokiyo, “Atsumori,” tr. Arthur Waley, in Donald Keene, comp. and ed., Anthology of Japanese Literature: From the Earliest Era to the Mid-nineteenth Century, pp. 286-93.

Field-trip Preparation: Student-led discussion of a play; to be decided based on the theater playbill



February 9: Visit to a noh play


February 14: Higashiyama
Discussion topics:

The later Ashikaga shogunates

The recluse tradition

Readings:

Pierre François Souyri, The World Turned Upside Down: Medieval Japanese Society, selections to be announced.
Kamo no Chōmei, Hōjōki (The Ten-Foot Square Hut), in A. L. Sadler, tr., The Ten Foot Square Hut and Tales of the Heike (Charles E. Tuttle 1972), pp. 1-21; also recommended is the “Introduction” by A. L. Sadler on pp. 1-xii.
Kenkō (Yoshida Kenkō, Urabe no Kaneyoshi), Essays in Idleness (Tsurezuregusa), tr. Donald Keene, selections.



February 16: Tea
Discussion topics:

From staying awake to staying on top

Readings:

Itō Teiji with Paul Novograd, “The Development of Shoin-Style Architecture,” in John W. Hall and Toyoda Takeshi, eds., Japan in the Muromachi Age, pp. 227-39. 

Murai Yasuhiko, “The Development of Chanoyu: Before Rikyū” (tr. Paul Varley), in Paul Varley and Kumakura Isao, eds., Tea in Japan: Essays on the History of Chanoyu (University of Hawaii Press 1989), pp. 3-32.

H. Paul Varley and George Elison, “The Culture of Tea: From Its Origins to Sen no Rikyū,” in Elison and Bardwell L. Smith, eds., Warlords, Artists, & Commoners: Japan in the Sixteenth Century, pp. 187-206 only.

Shuichi Kato, “Notes on the Tea Ceremony” in his Form, Style, Tradition, tr. John Bester, pp. 151-63.


February 21: Landscape painting, landscape gardens
Discussion topics:

Japanese aesthetics

Field-trip Preparation: Ryōanji (or Daitokuji) and Ginkakuji

Readings:

Keene, Donald, Appreciations of Japanese Culture, ch. 1 (“Japanese Aesthetics”), pp. 11-25.
Tanaka Ichimatsu, Japanese Ink Painting: Shubun to Sesshu, ch. 4 (“Sesshu, a Painter Outside the Academy”), pp.105-29.



February 23: A visit to Ryōanji (or Daitokuji)


February 28 & March 2: No class
KCJS Spring Holidays



March 7: Visit to Ginkakuji


March  9: The world of work
Discussion topics:

Kyoto…

…and beyond

Readings:

Berry, Mary Elizabeth, The Culture of Civil War in Kyoto, ch. 5 (“Work: The Structures of Daily Life”), pp.171-209.

Barbara Ruch, “Medieval Jongleurs and the Making of a National Literature,” in John W. Hall and Toyoda Takeshi, eds., Japan in the Muromachi Age, pp. 279-312.

Wakita Haruko.  Women in Medieval Japan: Motherhood, Household Management and Sexuality.  Tr. Alsion Tokita, ch. 2 (“Changing Views of Women in Medieval Japan: Veneration of Motherhood and Women’s Bad Karma as Seen in Medieval texts”), pp. 47-70, ch. 3 (“Changing Gender Roles for Medieval Japanese Women: Court Attendant, Vendor, and Nun’), pp. 71-124, and ch. 4 (“The Life Cycle of Housewife, townswoman, nun, and itinerant”), pp. 125-62.

Hitomi Tonomura, “Re-envisioning Women in the Post-Kamakura Age,” in Jeffrey P. Mass, ed., The Origins of Japan’s Medieval World, pp. 138-69.

Selections from Sourui.



The Sengoku and Momoyama Epochs



March 14: Warfare, again
Discussion topics:

Historical themes, 1478-1600

The Ōnin Wars

Decentralization

Readings:

“Chronology [1467-1639],” in George Elison and Bardwell L. Smith, Warlords, Artists, & Commoners, pp. ix-xvi.
Berry, Mary Elizabeth, The Culture of Civil War in Kyoto, ch. 1 (“The Culture of Lawlessness: The Politics of Demonstration”), pp.11-54.

Mikael Adolphson, “Enryakuji — An Old Power in a New Age,” in Jeffrey P. Mass, ed., The Origins of Japan’s Medieval World, pp. 237-60.



March 16: Kyoto under seige
Discussion topics:

Coping

Prospering

Readings:

Berry, Mary Elizabeth, The Culture of Civil War in Kyoto, ch. 2 (“Dancing is Forbidden: The Structures of Urban Conflict”), pp. 55-105 and ch. 4 (“Popular Insurection”), pp.134-70.

Suzanne Gay, The Moneylenders of Late Medieval Japan, “Introduction,” pp. 1-8, Part 1 (“The Setting: Kyoto’s Early Years and Medieval Residents”), pp. 9-33, and Chapter 5 (“Urban Affairs”), pp. 172-200.



March 21: Guest appearance by Professor Suzanne Gay
Discussion topics and readings to be announced.


March 23: Guest appearance by Professor James Dobbins
Discussion topics: Medieval and Modern Buddhism
Readings to be announced.


March 28: Emperor and aristocrats
Discussion topics:

Is “the imperial demise” a myth or reality?

Readings:

Butler, Lee A., Emperor and Aristocracy in Japan 1467-1680: Reslience and Renewal (Harvard Asia Center 2002), “Introduction,” pp. 1-19, and ch. 1 (“The Struggle to Survive”), pp. 21-68.

Donald Keene, “The Comic Tradition in Renga,” in John W. Hall and Toyoda Takeshi, eds., Japan in the Muromachi Age, pp. 241-77.

Butler, Lee A., “‘Washing off the Dust’: Baths and Bathing in Late Medieval Japan,” Monumenta Nipponica 60:1 (Spring 2005), pp. 1-41.

Wakita Haruko, Women in Medieval Japan: Motherhood, Household Management and Sexuality, tr. Alsion Tokita (Monash Asia Institute and University of Tokyo Press 2006), ch. 3 (“Changing Gender Roles for Medieval Japanese Women: Court Attendant, Vendor, and Nun’), pp. 71-124.



March 30: New cities 
Sakai
Osaka
Village autonomy
Readings:

Toyoda Takeshi with V. Dixon Morris, “The Growth of Commerce and the Trades,” in John W. Hall and Toyoda Takeshi, eds., Japan in the Muromachi Age, pp. 129-44.

V. Dixon Morris, “Sakai: From Shōen to Port City,” in John W. Hall and Toyoda Takeshi, eds., Japan in the Muromachi Age, pp. 145-58.

V. Dixon Morris, “The City of Sakai and Urban Autonomy,” in George Elison and Bardwell L. Smith, eds., Warlords, Artists, & Commoners: Japan in the Sixteenth Century, pp. 23-54.

Nagahara Keiji with Kozo Yamamura, “Village Communities and Daimyo Power,” in John W. Hall and Toyoda Takeshi, eds., Japan in the Muromachi Age, pp. 107-23.



April 4: Japan and the World
Discussion topics:

Southeast Asia

Korea

The West arrives

Readings:

John W. Hall, Japan: From Prehistory to Modern Times, ch. 8 (“The First European Encounter”), pp. 135-41, and ch. 9 (“Nobunaga, Hideyoshi, and the Pacification of the Daimyo”), pp. 142-59.

Jurgis Elisonas, “The Inseparable Trinity,” in John W. Hall, ed., The Cambridge History of Japan, vol. 4: Early Modern Japan (Cambridge University Press 1991), pp. 235-300.
Tanaka Takeo with Robert Sakai, “Japan’s Relations with Overseas Countries,” in John W. Hall and Toyoda Takeshi, eds., Japan in the Muromachi Age, pp. 159-58.



April 6: Hideyoshi’s world
Discussion topics:

Hōkokuji and Osaka

Field-trip Preparation

Readings:

James L. McClain and Wakita Osamu, “Osaka across the Ages,” in McClain and Wakita, eds., Osaka: The Merchants’ Capital of Early Modern Japan, pp. 1-21.


April 9: Visit to Hōkōji and Osaka


April 11: Visit to Hōkōji and Osaka
Discussion of the Osaka trip


April 13: Sayonara
Discussion topics:

The contribution of Medieval Japan to a liberal education.


Assignments and evaluation


The following are the assignments for the course.  Additional details will be provided in the form of class handouts at an appropriate time for each assignment.
Discussion sections:

Medieval Japan is a seminar-style course.  Its discussion sessions are designed to provide you with an opportunity to articulate your understanding of the reading assignments in a public forum, to listen to the perceptions and insights of other students, and to use the intellectual exchange to refine and expand your knowledge of Japanese history.  Thus, you are expected to attend class faithfully and to contribute meaningfully to the conversations.

In all, discussion participation will count for approximately 00 percent of the course grade.  Following each substantial discussion meeting, I will record my assessments of participation, scaled from 4-0 in accordance with the following:

4 =
Prepared exceptionally well; contributed insightful ideas that engaged the opinions of others and advanced the discussion in new and helpful directions.


3 =
Prepared thoroughly; contributed thoughtful ideas and engaged the views of others.

2 =
Attended the discussion but participated little.

1 =
Attended the discussion but did not participate or offered ideas that were off the mark; the score of 1 reflects the hope that the student learned something by listening.

0 =
Absent from the discussion

Although regular attendance and enthusiastic participation is expected, there are occasions when a student may legitimately be absent (documented illness or alien abduction, for instance).  In those cases, one can receive partial credit by submitting a brief written summary of the main ideas contained in the assigned readings.  In addition, each student will receive one “I need to rest my brain today” coupon which s/he may redeem on a day of their choice.
Field trip preparation:

We will be making a number of field trips, some of which can be undertaken on a Tuesday or Thursday,  a couple of which will take place on a Saturday.  In all cases, we will spent some time in class learning about the site that we will visit.  To this end, we will form teams who will made a report (approximately 10-15 minutes) to the class in advance of the trip and write up a summary of our experiences after we return.  These will be made available to the entire class.  We will constitute teams and allocate assignments on January 17.

Research essay:

Each student will complete an essay of approximately 10-12 pages.  Students may work together in two- or three-person teams to research a particular topic.  Each person, however, will submit an individually-crafted draft essay.

In consultation with the course instructor, each student will decide upon a topic by the week of February 14/16.  An initial proposal (2 two paragraphs or so) is due on February 23 and a full outline and bibliography by March 16.  Individuals (or teams will make class presentations on April4/6.  Final papers are due on April 15.

Course grade:

The final course grade will be calculated as follows:

Quality of contributions to weekly discussions:
00 percent

Presentation and Questions session
00 percent

Field trip preparation 
00 percent

Research essay
00 percent

