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There is no required or recommended textbook. Handouts and science-related Web sites will 
be used as appropriate. Students are encouraged to make suggestions as to the topics of our 
discussion. 

 
 
There will be a mandatory reading assignment every week to prepare you for the following 
week’s session. These reading assignments are the “mission-critical” components of this 
course. We will focus on developing listening comprehension and productive fluency, with the 
instructor as a facilitator and a moderator. It is an opportunity for you to practice input 
processing and to improve productive skills in a foreign language.  

 

 
Our goal is not to learn science but to use scientific topics as a launching pad for our linguistic 
development. This means proficiency in Japanese and/or English for international students and 
communicative English skills for Japanese students. 

 
 
Attendance is the only criterion used. 

 
 
Though this course carries no credits, your regular attendance and active class participation are 
required. Please do not waste your time and the instructor’s by not taking the course seriously. 
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