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〔授業の概要・目的〕 

Asian Studies(Japanese History)  （Nov.7,28,Dec.5,12） 

Studies of Premodern Japanese History in English 

This is a special course on premodern Japanese history conducted in English. The goal is to outline the 
historical framework for the development of Japanese society, politics and religion in the premodern era. The 
course is designed to offer a series of lectures on Japanese history in which the areas of socio-politics and 
religion are brought together. The course also serves the following purposes. First, it serves as an opportunity 
for students to familiarize themselves with key features of Japanese history in the English language. Second, 
it allows students to acquire knowledge of the contents of some significant English scholarly writings on 
premodern Japanese history and religion. Third, it contributes to broadening the students’ perspectives on 
Japanese history and religion by introducing themes currently under debate in the field.   
〔授業計画と内容〕 

The following eight lectures are scheduled. In each lecture, general and specific oral explanations will be 
accompanied by in-class readings of relevant passages in English scholarly writings or in English 
translations of primary sources.  
1. Socio-political and religious historical developments in the classical period I  
2. Socio-political and religious historical developments in the classical period II  
3. Transformations of society, politics and religion in the transition period from the classical to the medieval 
era I  
4. Transformations of society, politics and religion in the transition period from the classical to the medieval 
era II  
5. Socio-political and religious landscape of medieval Japan I  
6. Socio-political and religious landscape of medieval Japan II  
7. Changes in socio-politics and religion from the medieval to the early modern era I  
8. Changes in socio-politics and religion from the medieval to the early modern era II 

〔履修要件〕 

This course is conducted in English.  
No prerequisite knowledge is required. However, an intermediate to advanced level of English comprehension 
will be necessary to follow the lectures 

〔成績評価の方法・基準〕 

Grading will be assessed based on attendance and one final report. The specific guidelines and requirements 
for the report will be communicated during the first lecture. 

〔教科書〕 

 使用しない。  None  

〔参考書等〕 

 授業中に紹介する。 A list of relevant reference works will be provided during the lectures.  

〔その他（授業外学習の指示・オフィスアワー等）〕 
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