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Kyoto and the Meiji Restoration (Mark Lincicome)

2018 marks the 150th anniversary of the Meiji Restoration (HHJG#E#T); long regarded as the
event that precipitated the “rise of modern Japan” during the ensuing Meiji Period (1868-
1912). To commemorate this anniversary—and take advantage of our KCJS location—this
course highlights Kyoto’s seminal role between 1850 and 1868 in triggering the Restoration,
and the Restoration’s seminal role in reinventing Kyoto as both a modern city and the cradle
of Japan’s traditional culture. It traces the city’s transformation from staging ground for the
Restoration, to early victim of the new government’s drive to modernize (which included
relocating the imperial court from Kyoto to Tokyo), to its eventual rejuvenation as Japan’s
iconic bridge between past and present, traditional and modern. To that end, the course also
considers the foreign and domestic crises that triggered the Restoration, surveys the major
political, social and cultural changes that marked Emperor Meiji's 45-year reign, and
considers how the “legacy of Meiji” has been commemorated, debated and represented over

the past 150 years.

The Eight Million Divinities of Kyoto : Introduction to Japanese Religions

(Instructor: Adam Lyons)

Kyoto is the ancient capital of Japan, and the city served as the center of Japanese culture and
religion for more than a millennium. This introductory course offers a survey of Japanese
religions by drawing on the vast resources of Kyoto and its surroundings. In addition to
traditional reading assignments and classroom discussion, we will conduct multiple research
expeditions to museums and significant religious and cultural sites in and around Kyoto, and
we will host guest speakers representing a range of Japanese religious traditions so that we

may learn about their world.

The thesis of this class is that the religious life of Kyoto is animated by the convergence of the

traditions and transformations at the heart of Japanese culture. Exploring this theme, the aim



of this course is to challenge students to deepen their knowledge of Japanese religions and
society and also to strengthen their understanding of the connection between history and
place, past and present, and religion and culture. Course units are arranged to address
major religious traditions (Buddhism, Shinto, Christianity, and new religious movements),
but we will cover a range of topics that should interest students from a wide variety of
concentrations: religion and the media; religion and economics; religion and modernism.
There are no prerequisites for this course. Whenever possible, readings are paired with either

visits to related religious sites or recommendations for exploring the city independently.

Are there really "eight million divinities of Kyoto?" What is the difference between a
temple and a shrine? What is a matsuri? Do Japanese people really believe in kami and
Buddhas? How many religions are there in Japan? How much money is there in
Japanese religions? What do members of Japanese new religions believe? According
to a particular Japanese religion, what is the meaning of life? If you take this class, we
will explore the answers to these questions together in the most fun way possible-by

stepping out into one of the most beautiful cities on earth to find the answers.

Contemporary Japanese Film (Professor Jessica Bauwens-Sugimoto)

Contemporary Japanese cinema is notable for the numerous genres and sub-genres that have
emerged, coexisted, and influenced one another over the past six decades. Each of these
cinematic forms reflects, in some measure, the historical context in which it emerged, while
collectively they reveal the appearance, disappearance, and reappearance of various cultural
elements and cross-cultural influences. Therefore, while the works we will examine are
contemporary, we will do so within a historical framework, starting with a late 1960s
adaptation of a 1920s novel before turning to horror, comedy and documentary categories,
original feature live action films, and animation, including adaptations based on literature and
manga. We will discuss how elements as diverse as food culture, pop and rock music, fashion,
and plastic surgery are incorporated into some of these films, and how issues of

religion, gender, race, class, and the environment are treated.



Japan in East Asia (Patrick Strefford, PhD)

The East Asian region is perhaps the success story of post- World War Two economic
development. First Japan, then the Asian Tiger economies, then China and the Tiger Cub
economies all experienced periods of sustained economic growth that transformed their
societies. Japan was a key player in transforming the East Asian region. As the economies of
East Asia have become increasingly integrated, linkages between these societies have also
become both deeper and broader. However, the region is also facing considerable challenges.
Security issues are dominant, examples being the Korean peninsula, and territorial
disputes. Environmental/ natural resource issues provide another set of key challenges. How
do we understand these challenges and how do we assess Japan's responses? This course will
begin by outlining the prominent theories of international relations, which will then become
the tools we use to analyze the important issues and challenges facing Japan in East Asia. We
will pick up a number of prominent case studies from contemporary East Asia, and

investigate from the perspective of Japan's international relations.
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