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[Survey of Modern Japanese Literature: From Meiji to Murakami]
Tuesday and Thursday 2:55-4:25
Marvin Marcus [Professor of Japanese Language and Literature at Washington University
in St. Louis]

This course will provide a survey of modern Japanese literature that covers the
principle genres of prose narrative and poetry. Our survey, which will move in roughly
chronological order, will explore the work of acknowledged authors such as Soseki,
Akutagawa, Kawabata, Tanizaki, Oe, and Murakami, together with lesser-- - known
writers.

We will consider the range of themes that emerge in this literature—the interplay of
tradition and modernity, the interface of the individual and social circumstance, the play of
gender and narrative voice. We will also examine the shifting cultural and political milieu,
the war and its aftermath, and recent developments on the literary and cultural scene. Our
overall aim will be to enjoy and appreciate the richness of Japan's modern literature, to
gain a better understanding of the cultural history of modern Japan, and to understand how
the works we read speak to the overall conditions of life in the modern world.

[Japanese Autobiographical Literature: Modes of Reflection and Reminiscence]
Tuesday and Thursday 4:40-6:10
Marvin Marcus [Professor of Japanese Language and Literature at Washington University
in St. Louis]

This course will explore Japanese writing across a thirteen-- - century spectrum that
collectively reflects upon one's life, one's past, and the human condition. We will read
works in a number of personal genres-- - -- - poetry, diary, essay, memoir, autobiography--

- -- - by individuals variously associated with the imperial court, the samurai elite, and the
modern literary community. Our texts will afford us a broad perspective upon Japanese
writers who reflect upon their world and reclaim their past through literature. Our aim will be
to study-- - -- - and appreciate-- - -- - the diversity and depth of the personal voice,
created in different eras and in different genres, and how these voices turn the raw material
of memory, impression, and reflection into accounts of lives lived and the meaning of life
itself. Our modern texts will draw heavily upon memories of the city-- - -- - Tokyo, Osaka,
and Kyoto, most prominently-- - -- - and how writers have situated themselves in the
urban spaces they reconstruct in narrative form.

Note: Both literature courses will incorporate a translation component, whereby
students with sufficient language proficiency could translate targeted passages of selected
works. This will be negotiated in consultation with the individual students.
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[Religious Visual Culture of Japan] Tuesday and Thursday 1:10-2:40
Hillary Pedersen [Ph.D. in Asian Art History at University of Kansas]
Visual culture is best understood as a way of studying societies and cultures through
images, rather than words. We will explore how religious paintings, sculpture, architecture,
internet-- - based media, film and television contribute to different perceptions of religious
practice in Japan. We will study the formal characteristics and functions of Japanese
sculpture, painting, architecture and other visual media. While the visual culture of major
Japanese religious traditions such as Buddhism and Shinto will be a large part of our study,
we will also cover that of other religions in Japan, such as Christianity. The theme of
cross-- - cultural exchange will be ever-- - present in lectures, as well as in the writing
assignments and discussions that reinforce course content.

[Political Economy of Japan] Monday 2:55-6:10

Ikuo Kume [Professor of political science in the School of Political Science & Economics at
Waseda University in Tokyo]

This course is designed to introduce students to contemporary Japanese Political
Economy. We will discuss several important issues of Japanese political economy, such as
the government role in economic growth, political participation, and party politics in a
comparative framework, and try to understand them theoretically. The course is taught one
day/week in a three-- - hour session, which consists of a debate/presentation part and a
lecture part. We will have a debate on the issue related to the lecture given the previous
week. Students are expected to participate actively in the debate in addition to the class
discussion.

[Civil Society and Voluntary Actions in Japan] Monday and Wednesday 1:10-2:40

Aya Okada [Assistant Professor of public and international affairs in Department of Policy
Studies at Doshisha University]

The significance of the civil society and voluntary sector in Japan has never been greater
than today. Organizations like nonprofits and neighborhood associations are now
considered key actors in solving urgent social issues such as the rising need for elderly
care that emerges from an ever-aging society, efforts to prepare for natural disasters that
strike Japan frequently, and revitalizing rural communities. This course will explore the
roles civil society organizations play in Japan today, as well as the challenges they face.
The class will also examine whether the civil society and voluntary sector in Japan is
unigue in comparison to other societies in terms of giving, volunteering, and advocacy. The
class will offer opportunities to visit and hear from practitioners of civil society organizations
in Kyoto and the greater Kansai area.



