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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
1
2
LUNCH BREAK
3 Salvation and Sovereignty: Salvation and Sovereignty:
Buddhism and Shinto Buddhism and Shinto
13:10 in Japanese Hiostry in Japanese Hiostry
14:40 (Adam Lyons) (Adam Lyons) Gender in
Japanese Culture
4
Environmental and Environmental and (Galia Petkova)
14:55 Conservation Issues in Japan Conservation Issues in Japan
16:25 (Mizuki Takahashi) (Mizuki Takahashi)
S
Japanese Traditional Japanese Traditional
16:40 Performing Arts Performing Arts
18:10 (Diego Pellecchia) (Diego Pellecchia)
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BEnvironmental and Conservation Issues in Japan

Instructor: Dr. Mizuki Takahashi (51 Frféh)

Course Description:

The world human population has been rapidly increasing, which has made us face a rising number
of environmental issues. These issues not only have degraded the quality of human life but also
have driven extinction of a number of wildlife populations. As a result, scientists argue that humans
are causing the 6th mass extinction event. Japan is one of the most populated countries in the
world; yet, it had such a long history of coexisting with nature until the recent rapid economy
growth, during which the country started experiencing serious environmental problems. Thus,
Japan serves an excellent model to learn and analyze the global environmental issues and to think
about the ways to mitigate these problems in order to live sustainably, in harmony with nature.
This seminar style course also emphasizes how cultural and religious values may affect interactions
between humans and natural systems. While student presentation and discussion will be an
important part of the course, I will give lectures providing enough background information for
student activities. In addition, several field trips are scheduled throughout the semester to learn

assigned material from real life examples.

Course Objectives : The course aims to provide an opportunity for students to

* Learn the units and values of biodiversity

* Understand global conservation and environmental issues through Japanese examples

* Develop an understanding of how culture and religion may influence people’s way to interact
with nature

* Read, critique, and interpret scientific papers addressing conservation and environmental issues

* Foster their ability to present in both written and oral format.

B Gender in Japanese Culture

Instructor: Galia Petkova

Course objectives :

This course introduces students to the workings of gender roles and images in Japanese culture
and society from ancient times to the present day. We will begin with a general introduction to key
terms: the notions of gender and the body, gender relations, power, performance, cultural
re/presentation, sexuality and eroticism. Then we will address various gender issues in Japan from
a historical and cultural perspective, focusing on the complexity of gender images and functions in

Japanese history, exploring in particular the role of women in the cultural processes. We will also



make references to similar gender topics in Western and other Asian societies.

Students should gain a comprehensive overview of Japanese culture and society and deepen their
understanding of the intricate workings of gender. A supplementary goal is to increase students’
exposure to Japanese language by integrating specific expressions and vocabulary related to gender
studies and presenting the main points of the discussion in academic Japanese at the end of each
class. Students are welcome to expand their independent reading to include Japanese-language

source materials, and will be supported in class to share this research with classmates.

M Japanese Traditional Performing Arts

Instructor: Diego Pellecchia and Galia Todorova Petkova

This class looks at different forms of Japanese performing arts. The first half of the term will focus
on the study of nogaku, Japan’s performing art combining dance, drama, poetry, mask and
costumes through literary and performance analysis. After spring break, the course will shift its
focus to kabuki and bunraku. The course is led by Diego Pellecchia (noh scholar and practitioner)
and Galia Todorova Petkova (specialist in Japanese performing arts and gender).

Students will learn about the history and aesthetic conventions of traditional performing arts,
presented as living traditions in the context of contemporary Japanese society, using a combination
of textual and audiovisual materials. The course will provide ample opportunities to attend
performances, visit artisans’ laboratories, and participate in workshops with renown Japanese
artists, to complement a solid academic background about the arts with a more direct, hands-on
approach to the topics covered.

Performances often take place during the weekend: students are encouraged to check the syllabus
at the beginning of the semester and keep those dates open. Outings are regarded as compulsory
activities: presence will be counted toward the final grade. Students are expected to prepare
readings in advance. Preparation will be tested with quizzes and short tests. As part of the final
assignments, students will choose a topic for further individual research and present the results at
the end of the semester. Presentation formats may include academic papers, translations, or
creative works based on research. After the final presentation, students will write a 2500-3000-
words essays and further elaborate on the same topic. Readings and other handouts will be

provided by the lecturers in advance.

M Salvation and Sovereignty: Buddhism and Shinto in Japanese History

Instructor: Adam Lyons

Course Description and Goals
This course draws on the rich resources of Kyoto to consider the place of Buddhism and Shinto in

Japanese history. In addition to traditional reading assignments and classroom discussion, we will



conduct multiple research expeditions to museums and significant religious and cultural sites in
and around Kyoto. Although there are common misconceptions that hold Buddhism to be a
“worldrenouncing” religion and Shinto to be a form of nature worship, this course places an
emphasis on the political dimension of these traditions to pursue a more nuanced understanding
of Buddhism and Shinto. We will explore how Buddhism and Shinto have been driving forces in
Japanese history—with many of the most powerful institutions based right here in Kyoto. By the
end of the course, students should be able to articulate the political significance of Buddhist and
Shinto institutions and ideas. Students should also refine their grasp of the relationship between
the social and the ideological in light of the course’s themes: kingship/cosmology, and voluntary
political associations/salvation. They should ultimately gain the ability to deconstruct ahistorical
representations of Buddhism and Shinto as static and monolithic, and they can also expect to
cultivate a familiarity with some of the major figures, sects, and concepts of Japanese religious
history. Moreover, students will gain a firsthand knowledge of some of the major temples and
shrines in and around the Kyoto area as well as an understanding of the historical significance of
these sites. We will cover a range of topics that should interest students from a wide variety of
concentrations by exploring the relationship between religions and politics, aesthetics, modernism,
literature, and more. There are no prerequisites for this course. Whenever possible, readings are
paired with either visits to related religious sites or recommendations for exploring the city

independently.
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